Level B Unit 6 – Up in the Air
Big Question – What’s wild about weather?
Storm Is Coming!
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1. The old farmer leaped out of his chair and clicked the radio off.
2. “Hear that, Dog?” he bellowed. “Storm is coming! We better get the animals safely in the barn!”
3. Dog sprang to his feet and bounded out the door. “Storm is coming! Storm is coming!” barked Dog. 
4. “We have to get to the barn quickly!” Frightened, the sheep raced after Dog toward the barn. 
5. On the way, they passed the pond where Duck was puddling.
6. “Sto-o-orm is coming! Sto-o-orm is coming!” the sheep bleated. “We have to get to the ba-a-arn quickly!”
7. The cows in the pasture looked up as the animals sped by. “Storm is coming! Storm is coming!” Duck quaked.
8. The cows herded together and joined the stampede. When they all reached the barn, the farmers shut the heavy door. 
9. The barking, the flapping, the bleating, and the mooing awoke the Cat from her nap in the hay.
10. “STORM IS COMING!” the animals told her all at once. “And who is Storm?” she meowed. The cows looked at Duck. Duck looked at the sheep. The sheep looked at Dog. But Dog didn’t know.
11. The animals waited and listened, but there was no sign of Storm. “We need a lookout!” Dog barked. Duck flew up to the open window and cautiously peeked out. “No Storm. No Storm!” he quaked. “But the sky is growing very dark.” 
12. “Oh no-o-o!” bleated the sheep. “Even the su-u-un is hiding from the sto-o-o-rm!”
13. “Dark is good!” Dog told them. “Storm can’t find us in the dark.” The animals nodded. “That is good,” they agreed.
14. Duck called down again. “I still don’t see Storm, but there’s a big wind blowing.” 
15. “Great!” Dog barked. “The wind will blow Storm away.” The cows lifted their heads and the sheep stopped shaking. 
16. But then they heard a heavy tapping on the roof. “Storm is knocking!” the sheep cried. “No. It’s only rain!” Duck said. Dog nodded. “The rain will wash away our tracks so Storm can’t follow us,” he added. 
17. One more time, Duck called down “I still don’t see Storm, but the sky is flashing!”
18. “The sky is going to blind Storm so he can’t see us!” Dog announced. The cows scrambled to their feet and the sheep started shuffling. 
19. But then everything stopped. The sky went silent and so did the animals. They waited and listened, and Duck flew down to huddle with the others. 
20. Thump, thump, thump. Someone was coming toward the barn. Cre-e-e-eak… Someone was coming in!
21. The animals backed into the corner. This was it. Storm had come to get them! The door swung wide open and the animals gasped…
22. It was the farmer! “Everyone out!” he called. “It’s all safe now.” “Hurray!” shouted the animals. 
23. The barking, the flapping, the bleating, and the mooing awoke Cat again. She stretched and yawned and opened one eye. “Did I miss Storm?” she meowed.
24. “No,” Dog reported, “Storm never came.” Then he ran out into the sunshine with the others. And Cat went back to sleep. 

Questions to ask during reading:
1. Look at lines 2 & 3, how does Dog help the farmer?
2. After reading line 10, Did Dog know what Storm was? (no) Did any of the other animals know what Storm was? (no) How did you know that none of the animals knew what Storm was? (the animals looked at each other. Then they looked at Dog. Dog didn’t know.) 
3. After line 13, Why do the animals think the dark is good? (Storm can’t find them in the dark.)
4. After reading line 17, What different types of weather did the animals see? (The sky got dark, wind, rain, lightening) 
5. After reading line 19, the sky went silent. What does that mean? (The storm is over.)
6. After reading: what happens in a storm? Is there rain, wind, and lightening? (yes) Did the storm really come in the story? (yes) 

